Common Waters Fund

New Fund Launched To Support Landowner Conservation Practices

A new million-dollar grant program for private landowners in the Upper Delaware River Basin to implement forestry practices has been launched.  Forest owners in three states will be eligible to receive financial assistance for implementing sustainable forest management practices on their property.

The Common Waters Fund will provide incentives to qualifying landowners to implement forest stewardship plans, watershed forestry management practices, and/or conservation easements over the next two years.   

Grants of up to $25,000 will be available for eligible landowners, qualified land trusts and timber harvesting operators for the following:

· Forest Stewardship Plans – Forest owners can apply for funds to have a forester write a new or upgraded forest stewardship plan for their property.

· Forest Management Practices – Landowners can apply for funds to offset the costs of implementing certain forest management practices that will improve forest health and protect water quality.

· Conservation Easements – The Common Waters Fund will provide financial assistance to qualified 501(c)3 land trusts to assist with expenses related to placing  a conservation easement on a property.

· Timber Bridges – Logging operators can apply for funds to defray the cost of construction, purchase, or rental of portable timber/skid bridges to minimize erosion and sedimentation on streams in priority areas.

The Wayne Conservation District has served as a program partner to the Common Waters Fund since its’ creation.  The District will also serve as the County Coordinator for this program here in Wayne County.  Those who are interested in the program or are looking for further information are encouraged to either call Paul Reining or Jamie Knecht here at the Conservation District office at (570) 253-0930 or visit the Common Waters Fund website at www.commonwatersfund.org
There will be an informational session about the Common Waters Fund held at the Wayne County Park Street Complex that is open to the public on Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  Those interested in the program are encouraged to attend.

